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Village taking initiative against hill 

cutting 

 
Even as rampant hill cutting is compounding 

the problem of floods and landslide in the 

city, Baikunthapur village has taken 
praiseworthy steps to save the hills. The 

village, which   is situated just behind the 

national games village in the greater Basistha 

area, has decided to impose  Rs. 10,000   as   

fine   on   people  who indulge in hill cutting 

and similar activities that may harm the 
environment. 

It started when the villagers found a man 

cutting earth in the hills. He was handed over 

to police and a fine of Rs 5, 000 was slapped 

by the locals. The man fined later took oath in 
a public meeting not to do repeat such 

activity. The city has been facing artificial 

floods for the last few years. Experts say 

sediments in the form of earth from the hills 

and carried along with rainwater have filled 

up the drains. The village has 150 households 
and everybody is accountable to the 

Naamghar committee which solves various 

disputes at the village. 

"This is the reason we don't need to visit the 

police station. The villagers obey the verdict 
given by the Naamghar committee," said 

Satish Kalita, president of the committee. 

The people of the village have another reason 

to rejoice as the 'Integrated Land Use 

Planning and Water Resource Management' 

(ILPWRM) project of the Union ministry of 
Urban Development developed by IIT- 

Guwahati was formally launched to mitigate 

the problem of floods and landslides. 

Tibet's glaciers at their warmest in 

2,000 years 
The Tibetan plateau, whose glaciers supply 

water to hundreds of millions of people in 

Asia, were warmer over the past 50 years 
than at any stage in the past two millennia, a 

Chinese newspaper said, citing an academic 

report.  

 
Temperatures and humidity are likely to 

continue to rise throughout this century, 

causing glaciers to retreat and desertification 
to spread, according to the report published 

by the Chinese Academy of Sciences' Institute 

of Tibetan Plateau Research. Glacier retreat 

could disrupt water supply to several of Asia's 

main rivers that originate from the plateau, 
including China's Yellow and Yangtze, India's 

Brahmaputra, and the Mekong and Salween 

in Southeast Asia. 

In May, Chinese scientists said Tibetan 

glaciers had shrunk 15 percent - around 

8,000 square km (3,100 square miles) - over 
the past 30 years. The new report said a 

combination of climate change and human 

activity on the plateau was likely to cause an 

increase in floods and landslides there. 

However, rising temperatures had also 
improved the local ecosystem. India, too, is 

planning a number of hydro plants along the 

Brahmaputra river - more than 100 proposals 

are under consideration - as the country 

strives to boost electricity generation. 
Water ATMs bring smiles to faces of 
Rajasthan villagers 
 

An Indian energy major and modern 

technology has combined to bring about a 
revolution in two districts of Rajasthan that 
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were infamous due to the scarcity of potable 

water. Thanks to water ATMs, many 

otherwise arid villages here have 24X7 access 
to the commodity at the swipe of a card - at 

20 liters for Rs.5. 

Under Cairn India's "Jeevan Amrit Project", 

kiosks with reverse osmosis (RO) plants have 

been installed to provide safe drinking water 

in villages like Bhakharpur, Kawas, Guda, 
Jogasar, Aakdada and Baytu to benefit 

22,000 people.The project is a good example 

of a PPP model, where Cairn India has 

partnered with the Rajasthan government's 

Public Health Engineering Department 
(PHED), Tata Projects and the respective 

village panchayats to provide potable drinking 

water at the doorsteps of the local 

community. 

 
Rajasthan, with 10.4 percent of the country's 

geographical area, 5.5 percent of the 
population and 18.70 percent of the livestock, 

has only 1.16 percent of surface water 

available in the country. The state is one of 

the driest states of the country. Rainfall is 

erratic and there is a large variation in its 
distribution pattern in the state. The average 

annual rainfall ranges from 100 mm in 

Jaisalmer to 800 mm in Jhalawar. 

At present, 22 RO plants (17 with the swipe 

facility) catering to drinking water needs of 

22,000 villagers on a daily basis are up and 
running. The project is expected to scale up in 

the coming years in terms of number of plants 

and locations. Through this technology, 

villagers can now get clean drinking water by 

swiping their smart cards in the machines 
installed at the plant. The cards come with an 

initial value of Rs.150 and can be recharged 

for a similar amount. Plans are afoot to also 

provide Rs.20 recharges. This makes the 

dispensers self-sustaining, with the revenue 

earned used by the village's water committee 

to meet the running expenses of the RO plant, 
such as salary of the operator, electricity and 

maintenance. The surplus money is used to 

undertake developmental work in the village 

and to maximize its reach, water from the RO 

plants is transported to the surrounding 

dhanis (hamlets) through vehicles at nominal 
charges (Rs.1-2 extra, as decided by the water 

committee).The dispensers are getting 

increasingly popular among the locals with 

more and more people purchasing the smart 

cards. The number of water-borne diseases, 
such as diarrhea in children, has also come 

down. Cases of joint pain caused by high 

fluoride content in drinking water have also 

decreased. 

Global warming is a human-caused 
danger, says UN panel 
Global warming is here, human-caused and 
probably already dangerous, and it's 

increasingly likely that the heating trend 

could be irreversible, a draft of a new 

international science report says. The United 

Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change sent governments a final draft of its 

synthesis report, which combines three 

earlier, gigantic documents by the Nobel 

Prize-winning group. There is little in the 

report that wasn't in the other more-detailed 

versions, but the language is more stark and 
the report attempts to connect the different 

scientific disciplines studying problems 

caused by the burning of fossil fuels, such as 

coal, oil and gas. The 127-page draft, 

obtained by Associated Press, paints a harsh 
warning of what's causing global warming 

and what it will do to humans and the 

environment. It also describes what can be 

done about it.  
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Continued emission of greenhouse gases will 

cause further warming and long-lasting 

changes in all components of the climate 
system, increasing the likelihood of severe, 

pervasive and irreversible impacts for people 

and ecosystems, the report says. It mentions 

extreme weather and rising sea levels, such 

as heat waves, flooding and droughts. It even 

raises, as an earlier report did, the idea that 
climate change will worsen violent conflicts 

and refugee problems and could hinder efforts 

to grow more food. And ocean acidification, 

which comes from the added carbon absorbed 

by oceans, will harm marine life, it says. 
Limiting warming to that much is possible 

but would require dramatic and immediate 

cuts in carbon dioxide pollution.  

The report says if the world continues to spew 

greenhouse gases at its accelerating rate, it's 

likely that by mid-century temperatures will 
increase by about another 3.6 degrees 

Fahrenheit (2 degrees Celsius) compared to 

temperatures from 1986 to 2005 and by the 

end of the century, that scenario will bring 

temperatures that are about 6.7 degrees 
warmer (3.7 degrees Celsius). 

Scientists warn about 'precarious' 

state of world's primary forests 
Scientists have warned about the precarious 

state of the world's primary forests, as a new 

study shows that say just 22 percent of these 

forests are located in protected areas, 
equivalent of only five percent of the original 

ones.  

Brendan Mackey, Director of the Climate 

Change Response Program at Griffith 

University in Queensland, Australia, said that 
international negotiations are failing to halt 

the loss of the world's most important 

primary forests and in the absence of specific 

policies for primary forest protection in 

biodiversity and climate change treaties, their 

unique biodiversity values and ecosystem 
services will continue to be lost in both 

developed and developing countries. 

According to the study, primary forest, which 

are home to an extraordinary richness of 

biodiversity, comprises of up to 57% of all 
tropical forest species and the ecological 

processes and protection is the joint 

responsibility of developed as well as 

developing countries and is a matter of global 

concern. 

The analysis shows that almost 98% of 

primary forest is found within 25 countries, 

with around half of that located in five 
developed countries: the US, Canada, Russia, 

Australia and New Zealand and researchers 

said that policies are urgently needed to 

reduce pressure to open up primary forests 

for industrial land use. 

 
Four new actions that would provide a solid 

policy foundation for key international 

negotiations, including forest-related 

multilateral agreements to help ensure 
primary forests persist into the 21st century, 

which includes recognizing primary forests as 

a matter of global concern within 

international negotiations and not just as a 

problem in developing nations, incorporating 
primary forests into environmental 

accounting, including the special 

contributions of their ecosystem services 

(including freshwater and watershed services), 

and use a science-based definition to 

distinguish primary forests. 

Experts suggest ways to save 

Kalyan Sagar turtles 
The Tripura government has engaged an 

international team of experts to study the 

condition of the turtles in the lake as well as 

suggest ways and means of preserving and 
protecting them. The lake, more than 500 

years old, is close to Mata Tripureshwari 

temple, one of the holiest Hindu shrines. 

The team comprised Peter Prichard, director 

of Turtle Preservation and Study Centre in 
Austria, eminent US environmentalist Marchi 

Von, zoologist Menon Deroza and engineer for 

construction of Artificial Turtle Breeding 

Centre Theds Steward. The team was led by 
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Indian environmentalist and turtle specialist 

Rupali Ghosh.  

The team studied the turtles while inspecting 
the condition of the lake. The team of experts 

conducted a number of primary tests and 

lauded the efforts of the State Government in 

preserving and protecting the turtles.  

 
They, however, told the state government 

officials that dumping of plastics in Kalyan 
Sagar lake must be stopped totally to 

minimize pollution and the entire Kalyan 

Sagar must be cleaned and detoxicated from 

the effects of plastics. He also said quantum 

of food given to turtles and the time are 
inappropriate. The experts also suggested a 

ban on movement of people close to the turtle 

hatchery along the eastern bank of the lake.  

Prof. Amitabha Deb Roy takes over 
the Chairmanship of Tripura State 

Pollution Control Board  
An eminent Educationist, Administrator and 

Environmentalist, Prof. Amitabha Deb Roy 

has assumed the charge of Chairman of 

Tripura State Pollution Control Board. He 
succeeded Prof. Mihir Deb who has served the  

Board for last 14 years and now has been 

appointed as the President of Tripura Board 

of Secondary Education.  

 
 

Dr. Deb Roy was a Professor in the 

prestigious MBB College of Tripura and later 

in Tripura University in various capacities for 

long 40 years. He was the Founder Director of 

Distance Education Unit of Tripura University 

and also the Coordinator of IGNOU, Tripura 
University Study Centre. Prof. Deb Roy has 

served as President of Tripura Board of 

Secondary Education for consecutive 6 (six) 

years prior to joining the Tripura State 

Pollution Control Board as Chairman. Prof. 
Deb Roy has immense contribution for 

maintaining the “God Gifted Environment” of 

our State. The Government of Tripura has 

reconstituted the General Body of Tripura 

State Pollution Control Board on September 

26, 2014 with 17 (seventeen) Board Members. 
The Director, Science, Technology & 

Environment is continuing as Member 

Secretary of the Board.  

 

 
 

 
 


