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Prize Distribution Ceremony and Release of Book, Newsletter and a Video 

on Single Use Plastics 

To commemorate and celebrate the 75th year of progressive India and the glorious 

history of its people, the Government of India initiated the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. The 

official journey of "Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav" commenced on 12th March, 2021 coinciding 

a 75 week countdown to the 75th anniversary of Independence on 15th August, 2023. Under 

this initiative, the Tripura State Pollution Control Board along with Tripura ENVIS Hub and 

National Green Corp have organized the following events in the year 2021 for the school 

students on various environmental issues with special emphasis on Single Use Plastic: 

1. Online Quiz Competitions on the occasion of World Ozone Day and Swachhta

Pakhwada 

2. Online Essay Writing Competition on “Ill effects of Single use plastic on

Environment & Human health” 
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This apart, the Eco club schools of the State were invited to participate in a competition to 

showcase their eco-friendly performances for the benefit of students and local community. 

Sl. 

No. 

Programmes Groups in each category No. of Winners 

in each group 

1 Online Quiz Competition organised 

on 16th September 2021 on the 

occasion of World Ozone Day 

Group A (Class VI to VIII) 3 

Group B(Class XI to XII) 4 

2 Online Quiz Competition organised 

on 03rd December 2021 on the 

occasion of  Swachhta Pakhwada 

Group A (Class VI to VIII) 3 

Group B(Class XI to XI) 3 

3 Online Essay writing competition on 

“Ill effects of Single use plastic on 

Environment & Human health” 

Group I (Class VI to VIII) 3 

Group II (Class IX to X) 3 

Group III (Class XI to XII) 3 

4 Best Eco Club Schools 5 Eco club 

schools 

To felicitate the winners of the 

competitive events, Tripura State 

Pollution Control Board organized a 

"Prize Distribution Ceremony and 

Release of Book, Newsletter and a Video 

on SUP" on 13th January, 2022 at Hall 

No.1 Pragna Bhawan, Gorkhabasti. The 

said event was presided by Prof. B.K. 

Agarwala Chairman, TSPCB. Prof. Ratan 

Saha, Dean, College of Fisheries, Lembucherra was present as the Chief Guest, Dr. Bishu 

Karmakar, Member Secretary, TSPCB and Smt. Aparajita Das, Asstt. Environmental Engineer, 

TSPCB, respectively were the Special Guests. 

During the programme, the winners of different categories along with the top 5 best 

Eco club schools were awarded with trophies and certificates. Also, a book entitled 

"Bioplastics: Alternative to Conventional Plastics in Tripura" written by Prof. B.K. Agarwala, 

Chairman, TSPCB was released in the programme along with the Newsletter published by 

Tripura ENVIS Hub, December 2021. 
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In order to increase awareness among the people of the State, a video on plastic 

pollution was also released. The video presented the audio-visual accounts of hazards caused 

due to the use of SUP in our environment. 

The programme came to a successful end by Vote of Thanks by Sri. Dipak Rudra Pal, 

Junior Scientist, TSPCB. 

Unnatural Death of Migratory Birds at Udaipur, Gomati district 

The news published on 27 and 

28 January 2022 regarding the 

unnatural death of large number of 

migratory birds in the outer fields of 

Udaipur city of the Gomati district is 

very much distressing and remains a 

mystery to this date. Published reports 

suggest use of some poison to kill these 

beautiful birds. What is more intriguing 

that the dead birds were removed 

leaving no clue as to who are behind 

this anti-nature act. Local people and 

police owe an explanation to this painful event which raises question over the presence of 

vested and self-motivated persons in the locality. Those involved in this act must have 

ulterior purpose and they must be identified. 

A visit to the place of incident on 29th January, Saturday revealed that the migratory 

birds have been visiting the area every winter but such an act was not noticed before. On a 

closer and detail examination of the area revealed that there is a vast stretch of swamp on the 

northeast side of the Udaipur Railway Station which remain unused for any economic or 

residential purpose. This swamp stretch is an ideal site for small fish, insects and seeds of 

various water plants. These are food of the migratory birds in an undisturbed environment. 

This year visiting birds arrived in large numbers and this might have prompted the vested 

interest to harness the benefit of those birds.  

The questions that require investigation and answer from the responsible departments 

of the government and the local people are (1) who are behind this heinous act and why they 

did this? (2) how is it possible that large number of dead birds were removed within a very 

short time without a clue to the people of the area. I can assume for sure that the dead birds 

weighed, on average, about 2.5 kg and possessed beautiful lustrous metallic coloured 

feathers. Dead birds were either used as food or for feathers for commercial purpose. There 

can be much more to it. It requires detail investigation to find the truth. Any responsible 

society would have acted professionally and promptly to found out the mysteries associated 
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with this incident. The city Police Station should try to locate persons who might be 

associated with this incident.  

During the visit, several living active sibling birds were noticed in that area a little 

farther away from the spot of their ‘alleged killing’. That stretch of land is one of the few 

abodes which attract and shelters the visiting birds who travel long distance from very cold 

areas in the north of the globe to get a natural habitat in the mild cold of the tropics where 

these can get life-sustaining habitat suitable for food, undisturbed living, and breeding. The 

mild temperature and availability of large tracts of natural waterbodies and swamps in 

tropical parts of the world are second home of these birds. Many kinds of migratory birds 

visit during this time in several spots of Tripura like Sepahijala, Collegetilla, Rudra Sagar, 

Jagannath Dighi in Udaipur among many others. Arrival and occurrence of these birds are a 

regular attraction all nature-loving citizens and tourists, and is a definite indicator of a 

bountiful nature in our State.  

All nature-loving people should 

create awareness in their respective 

areas to be vigilant against the 

repetition of such anti-nature acts. It 

does no good to the people of an area 

or the State where such incident 

happens. Let us hope that people will 

soon know the causative factors of 

unnatural death of these guest birds and 

such an act is not repeated next time 

anywhere, at least within the boundary 

of the Tripura State.  

Eco-Friendly Idol Immersion Seminar 

A meeting with Puja 

Organizing Committees and Idol 

Makers was held on 17.01.2022 at 

11:30 am in the Conference Hall at 

the Parivesh Bhawan, Agartala to 

finalize the draft guidelines 

regarding idol immersion in the 

State of Tripura prepared by the 

Tripura State Pollution Control 

Board.   

The Member Secretary, Tripura State Pollution Control Board in his introductory 

remarks highlighted the importance and objective of the meeting. He discussed issue of water 
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pollution caused by Idol immersion into natural water bodies and rivers.  He also requested 

the Puja Organizing Committees and Idol Makers to express their views and suggestions on 

the proposed guideline.  

The Hon’ble Chairman, TSPCB in his enduring remarks elaborated the different 

aspects of the draft guidelines 

through power point presentation. 

He informed that the proposed 

guidelines are prepared in keeping 

with the Judgments of the National 

Green Tribunal and directions 

issued by the Central Pollution 

Control Board for implementation 

throughout the country. In his 

presentation, the duties and 

responsibilities of different stakeholders were elaborated. He also emphasized on the creation 

of artificial pond for idol immersion. He suggested that the idol Makers shall use only organic 

colour and bio degradable materials for idol making and they shall not use any hazardous 

items for this purpose.  

Sri Pijush Kanti Dey, the representative of Pole Star Club, Agartala informed that they 

are willing to deposit fees/cost for Idol Immersion, if required. He also appreciated the 

initiative of creation of Artificial Pond for idol immersion and added that crane or other 

heavy machineries may be used during immersion time. In this regard, he urges the help and 

cooperation of the administration and, accordingly the Puja organizers will also extend their 

cooperation to meet the objective of the said guideline.  

Sri Gopal Chandra Dey of Udiyaman Sangha, Agartala and Sri Anjan Kumar Saha of 

Chhatra Sangha, Agartala, both, also agreed to pay the requisite fees/cost for idol immersion 

and also welcomed the new initiatives of the Board. Sri Dey also suggested that a new clause 

should be incorporated in the present prescribed format of application form that the Puja 

Organising Committee shall have to declare the date, time and venue of idol immersion or the 

District Administration may specify the date, time and venue of the idol immersion.  

Sri Uttam Chakraborty, Idol Maker, Agartala informed that they are already 

complying with the existing orders and will comply with the new guidelines for the 

protection of the environment and ecology. Moreover, he also welcomed the concept of 

registration process of idol makers from the concerned ULBs. 

Sri Anjan Kumar Saha, Chhatra Sangha Club suggested that the removal of the 

cloths/ornaments from idols before immersion may be done by priests engaged by the 

administration.   
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Sri Vimraj Paul and Smt Anu Das Debnath, Idol Maker, Udaipur informed that they 

are using clay for idol making. But some of the ornaments of the goddess are made of plastic 

materials which need to be replaced by biodegradable items and those items may be removed 

separately before immersion of the idol, they added.  

Apart from this, all the idol makers and representatives from different Puja 

Organizing Committees strongly supported the proposed guidelines for idol immersion 

presented in the meeting and assured that they will extend their cooperation in 

implementation of the said guideline.  

Celebration of World Wildlife Day-2022 at Tripura State Pollution Control 

Board 

On 20 December 2013, at its 68th session, the United Nations General Assembly 

(UNGA) proclaimed 3 March – the 

day of signature of the Convention 

on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 

and Flora (CITES) in 1973 – as UN 

World Wildlife Day to celebrate and 

raise awareness of the world’s wild 

animals and plants. The theme for 

this year was “Recovering key 

species for ecosystem restoration”. 

The theme was selected with the 

intention to draw attention to the 

conservation status of some of the most critically endangered species of wild fauna and flora, 

and towards imagining and implementing solutions to conserve them. 

Tripura ENVIS Hub under the aegis of Tripura State Pollution Control Board 

conducted multiple programs to generate awareness among the local masses and students 

about the necessity of wildlife for 

restoration of our ecosystem and the 

need for harmony with the wildlife for 

correct balance of nature. The Hub 

organized an Online Photography 

Competition from February 19-24, 

2022 among the people of the State. 

From all the responses received by the 

Board, the best three entries were 

selected by a Panel of Experts which 
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included Sri Animesh Das, Deputy Conservator of Forests (Protection), Department of 

Forests, Government of Tripura, Sri Ramakanta Dey, Secretary, Tripura Photo Journalist 

Association, and Sri Susanta Banik, Scientific Officer, Department of Science, Technology & 

Environment, Government of Tripura.  

On March 03, 2022, a Seminar was organized and around 40 students from three 

different schools were invited in the 

seminar. The seminar was graced by 

Prof. B.K.Agarwala, Chairman, Tripura 

State Pollution Control Board, Prof. 

Sabyasachi Dasgupta, Professor, 

Department of Forestry and 

Biodiversity, Tripura University, Sri 

Animesh Das, Deputy Conservator of 

Forests (Protection), Department of 

Forests, Government of Tripura & Dr. 

Bishu Karmakar, Member Secretary, Tripura State Pollution Control Board. The dignitaries 

appraised the students about the 

importance of wildlife and the 

continuous struggle they face for 

their existence. They also highlighted 

the importance of various key 

species, specific to the State, for a 

balanced ecosystem. During their 

speech they mentioned that loving 

nature and nurturing them is the key 

for the survival of humans. The 

seminar was followed by a quick on 

the spot quiz competition. 

The winners of the Online 

Photography Competition and the quiz 

competition were awarded with prizes 

and certificates. All the participants 

were awarded with Certificate of 

Participation. The students thoroughly 

enjoyed the seminar and they wished 

for more such activities in the future 

during the feedback session. The 

program ended with a brief vote of 

thanks from the Chairman, Tripura 

State Pollution Control Board.  
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THE WINNING ENTRIES OF THE ONLINE PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

1st Prize Winner 

Sri RAJA SAHA 

2nd Prize Winner 

Sri RAJIB KR. DEBROY 

3rd Prize Winner 

Sri MRIGANKA MAHANTA 



 

 

A view of the Khowai River covered with red water weeds at Chakmaghat 
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