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With an aim for green Tripura-a ray of hope 

Tripura State Pollution Control Board (TSPCB) 
today organized a programme to distribute tipper 

trucks to four newly constituted Urban Local 

Bodies at Sukanta Academy. 

During the programme Chief Minister Manik 

Sarkar handed over the keys of the tipper trucks to 
Mohanpur Municipal Council official, Melaghar 

Municipal Council official, Panisagar Nagar 

Panchayat official and Jirania Nagar Panchayat 

official. Addressing in the programme Chief 

Minister Manik Sarkar said that the state 

government aims to make Agartala an 
environmentally safe city. Several steps have 

already been taken by the Government to make the 

entire State up to Block Level an environmentally 

safe place to live in. The Chief Minister on this 

occasion has emphasized the need for making a 

comprehensive plan for proper sanitation, 
providing safe drinking water, creating mass 

awareness through students for proper disposal of 

Solid Wastes. Sri Sarkar also said that in every 

town of the State there should be atleast two 

Scientific Cremation Centre and one Graveyard. 

 School ECO Clubs and the Nagarik Committees 

should be made involved for generating awareness 

and for making the State Environment friendly. 
Minister for Science, Technology and Environment 

Bijita Nath, Urban Development Minister Manik 

Dey, Sri S. Kumar, Secretary, Science Technology 

& Environment, Member Secretary, Tripura State 

Pollution Control Board, Chairman of Tripura State 
Pollution Control Board (TSPCB) Professor 

Amitabha Deb Ray, President of Tripura Board of 

Secondary Education (former Chairman of Tripura 

State Pollution Control Board) Prof. Mihir Deb,  

and Agartala Municipal Corporation Mayor 

Prafulljit Sinha were present in the programme and  
shared their views.     

 
Chief Minister of Tripura, Shri Manik Sarkar 

ceremonially released 16   improved varieties of 

different crops varieties  developed by ICAR at 
ICAR Research Complex for NEH Region,  Tripura 

Centre, Lembucherra, Tripura that include 9 

varieties of rice suitable for different ecosystems ( 

named as Tripura khara 1, Tripura Khara 2, 

Tripura Jala, Tripura Chikan Dhan, Tripura 

Sarath, Tripura Nirogi, Tripura Hakuchu 1, 
Tripura Hakuchu 2, Tripura Aus);  3 varieties of 

pulses i.e. one green gram (Tripura Moong) and  

one Black gram (Tripura Mashkolai), one sesamum 

variety Tripura Seeping), one pineapple (Tripura 

Anarash 3), one elephant foot yam (Tripura Yam 
Batema), one greater yam (Tripura Yan Tha)  and 

one papaya (Tripura Papita). 

North Eastern Electric Power Corporation 

(NEEPCO) has commissioned a five–MW solar 

power plant at Monarchak in Tripura, which will 

be the biggest and the first of its kind in northeast 

India.  The full (5–MW) commercial generation 
would start soon after completing some 

technicalities. The solar power plant was 

commissioned at a cost of Rs 40 crore. The entire 

power from the plant would be transmitted to the 

Tripura power grid. 

NEEPCO will set up a 50–MW solar power plant in 
Madhya Pradesh and a two–MW plant in Lanka in 

Nagaon district of Assam. As per the government 

policy, NEEPCO has initiated the process to set up 

more and more solar, non–conventional and 

renewable power plants in various parts of the 

country.
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Meanwhile, ONGC started supplying gas to 

NEEPCO’s 101–MW capacity gas based power 

plant in Monarchak, 70 km south of Tripura 
capital Agartala and just eight km from the 

Bangladesh border. NEEPCO, a mini–ratna 

company under the Union Power Ministry, has set 

up the Rs.9.5 billion (nearly $150 million) gas–

based power plant in Monarchak. 
Officials of NEEPCO said if the supply of gas from 

ONGC remains uninterrupted, the power project 

would start generation of electricity soon and the 

full commercial generation (101 MW) of power 

would start from August, 2015. The foundation 

stone of the Monarchak power project was laid 
during the previous National Democratic Alliance 

Government in March 2002 and the Tripura 

government allotted the required land to NEEPCO 

in 2003. 

 
By using the latest technology, the generation 

capacity of three existing gas based power plants 

in Tripura will be augmented by around 70 MW 

without increasing fuel consumption. To enhance 
the production capacity of two gas–based power 

plants and one hydel power project, NEEPCO in 

association with the Tripura government would 

invest Rs 500 crore.  

The Rokhia and Baramura gas–based power plants 

in Tripura are at present in the open cycle system. 
Both the power plants would be converted into the 

combined cycle mode to generate additional power 

without using extra fuel.  

Currently, both plants are generating 103 MW and 

after conversion into the combined cycle mode, 
their capacity would be 163 MW. An open cycle 

system has a combustion turbine plant fired by 

liquid fuel that runs a generator which produces 

electricity. A combined cycle system also uses gas 

turbines to produce electricity, but the waste heat 

from the turbines is captured in heat recovery 
steam generators where it produces steam to 

power steam turbines and generate more power 

without using additional fuel. NEEPCO would also 

increase the capacity of the Dambur hydel power 

plant, commissioned in 1974, from 8 MW to 15 
MW. 

 
The Agartala Municipal Corporation won the 'Clean 
and Green City' award this year for waste material 

management and keeping the city green. The 

Skoch Foundation, a New Delhi based Urban Policy 

and Development Expert Group for waste material 

management gave this award for keeping Agartala 

green. The Corporation was chosen from among 29 
cities of the country. 

The Corporation runs six Zonal Development 

Committees to oversee the cleaning process as 250 

tonnes of waste materials are being produced daily 

in the city having more than one lakh houses 
which pay taxes. 600 regular cleaners and 30,000 

daily rated workers are engaged to keep the city 

clean every day. The capital was established here 

by King Krishna Kishore Manikya Bahadur in 1838 

and the Agartala Municipality was established in 

1871. The Corporation received the 'Nagar Ratna 
Award' by the President in 2009. 

 
Haora is one of the ten major rivers of Tripura,  is 

the lifeline of Agartala city because it fulfills the 

major demand of drinking water as well as water 

for other purposes of the entire population  of 

Agartala city Pollution Status Assessment of Haora 

River, conducted by Tripura State Pollution Control 
Board (TSPCB) recently concluded that the 

downstream of Haora river that lies around 

Agartala is heavily polluted and the water of this 

river is not suitable for drinking, bathing and other 

domestic uses. The analysis of water quality of the 

Haora River has confirmed that the pollution load 
of upstream of Haora River is less as compared to 

downstream. From the study it is revealed that  
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untreated sewage, human excreta (approx.6654 

Kg/day) are directly discharged into the Haora 

river everyday from 1095 numbers of kaccha 
latrines of 1145 households on the river banks. It 

is also seen that Bacterial contamination including 

pathogens and solid wastes from different sources 

like cremation ground etc. It can be roughly 

estimated that if an individual generates 1 kg 
excreta per day, then the total amount of amount 

of excreta that goes into Haora river everyday is 

6654x1=6654 Kg. 

More than 1095 numbers of kaccha latrines are 

present on the banks of Haora River of which 1032 

numbers of kaccha latrines directly discharge 
human excreta into the river and during flood 

human excreta from the remaining 63 numbers of 

kaccha latrines (dug well) also flow into the 

river.The bacteriological contamination (Total 

Coliform) at most of the stations of Haora river 
excessively exceeded the permissible limit. 

However, arsenic is absent in absent in the water 

of Haora river. 

Previously the river water was pollution free due to 

less anthropogenic interferences. Presently, the 

numbers of inhabitants on the banks of the river 
are increasing very fast. As the inhabitants on the 

banks o f the river is Below Poverty Line, they have 

to make kaccha latrines on the bank of the river 

and their excreta flow directly into the river. Due to 

this, the river water quality has deteriorated to an 
alarming condition. 

 
With the government's thrust on development of 

Northeast, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said the 
Centre was planning to make the region an organic 

hub to boost agriculture production and improve 

2G, 3G and 4G connectivity in the region neglected 

for long. The Prime Minister said the Centre is pro-

active about Northeast and will initiate measures 
to bring the region's development on par with other 

developed parts of the country.  

Addressing a gathering on the occasion of 29th 

Statehood Day celebration at Indira Gandhi Park, 

Itanagar, he said the Centre was planning to 

convert Northeast into an 'Organic Hub' of the 
country to boost agriculture and horticulture 

production keeping in view its conducive agro-

climatic condition and has proposed establishment 

of six new agriculture universities in the region. 
Indian Government is planning to launch 18 new 

FM channels for the region for which auction will 

be conducted soon. Besides, proposals have been 

made to improve 2G, 3G and 4G connectivity in the 

region which had remained neglected for many 
years, the PM said to thunderous applause of the 

people. "There is no dearth of funds....but the 

respective state governments of the region should 

ensure judicious utilization of all Central funds," 

he said and added that he had directed all his 

ministers to visit the Northeast states twice in a 
month to oversee development initiatives 

undertaken and study the problems of the region. 

 
The color of Lukha river in East Jaintia Hills 

district and Myntdu river in West Jaintia Hills 

district has changed to a bright sky blue. Two 

rivers flowing towards Bangladesh in eastern 

Meghalaya have turned blue apparently due to 
"high acid" content leading to demand from 

environment activists to take immediate action to 

check pollution. 

The color of Lukha river in East Jaintia Hills 

district and Myntdu river in West Jaintia Hills 
district has changed to a bright sky blue, "an 

annual occurrence at this time of the year", 

according to locals. The Meghalaya State Pollution 

Control Board in its 2012 report blamed "mine 

run-off" and acid effluents from coal mines as the 

main causes of water pollution in the area. MSPCB 
member secretary J.H. Nengnong said the Board 

would be deputing officials to collect water samples 

from the affected rivers for conducting various 

tests. Delhi-based Central Laboratory of Central 

Pollution Control Board said due to its "high acid" 
content the water was unfit for human 

consumption. Prominent environmentalist from the 

area H.H. Mohrmen demanded thorough and  

independent tests to be conducted to find out the 

actual reason. In most parts of the rivers fine dust-

like particles could be found at the bottom of the 
rivers. The fly ash released from cement factories 

located a few kilometers from the water bodies 

could be one of the probable reasons. In the past 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Narendra-Modi
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years, scores of dead fish were seen floating in the 

river, but local people said no dead fish were 

detected this year. The Lukha river originating 
from Narpuh Wildlife Sanctuary area was found to 

have changed its colour on meeting with the Lunar 

river at Khatdung. The latter originates from 

Myndihati and Lumshnong areas known for heavy 

extraction of coal and limestone respectively. Local 
anglers who frequented the rivers in eastern 

Meghalaya said that another river Myntdu also 

started to change its color. The Meghalaya 

Electricity Corporation Ltd (MeECL) which has a 

"run-of-the-river power" base at Leshka confluence 

has also reported that high acidic content of the 
water in the river is corroding machinery parts. 

With mining and transportation of coal banned 

since April by the National Green Tribunal, the 

coal lying in depots across the two districts is a 

concern. 

 
Red clay bricks are being used for several 

constructions in the city including the district 
collectorate in violation of the orders of the 

National Green Tribunal (NGT) instructing the use 

of fly ash bricks for all government and non-

government agencies.  Sunil Mendhekar, who has 

been crusading for the use of fly ash bricks, said 
that there is little implementation despite the court 

order. He demanded that red clay bricks should be 

banned completely. Neither the government 

buildings nor private constructions are using fly 

ash brick. The constructions in Goda Park, the 

compound wall of the district industries office are 

being done with red clay bricks despite the NGT 
orders instructing the use of fly ash bricks for all 

government and non-government agencies. 

 
Estimates show that fossil fuel subsidies average 

USD 400–600 billion annually worldwide while 

renewable energy (RE) subsidies amounted to USD 

66 billion in 2010 and are predicted to rise to USD 

250 billion annually by 2035. Domestic political 
rationales for energy subsidies include promoting 

innovation, job creation and economic growth, 

energy security, and independence. Energy 

subsidies may also serve social and environmental 

goals. Whether and to what extent subsidies are 
effective to achieve these goals or instead lead to 

market distortions is a matter of much debate and 

the trade effects of energy subsidies are complex. 

This paper offers an overview of the types of energy 

subsidies that are used in the conventional and 

renewable energy sectors, and their relationship 
with climate change, in particular greenhouse gas 

emissions. While the WTO’s Agreement on 

Subsidies and Countervailing Measures (ASCM) is 

mostly concerned with harm to competitors, this 

paper considers the extent to which the Agreement 
could also discipline subsidies that cause harm to 

the environment as a global common. Beyond the 

existing legal framework, this paper surveys a 

number of alternatives for improving the ability of 

subsidies disciplines to internalize climate change 

costs of energy production and consumption. 

 

 
 

 


