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Electric fencing in Tripura to stop jumbo-
man clash 
The Tripura Government has decided to erect 
electrified barbed wire fencing to prevent tuskers 

from entering into human habitations. The Central 

Goverment has sanctioned Rs 24 lakh to put up the 

wire fencing and keep the pachyderms confined to 

their reserves. The electrified wires will not kill or 

harm the animal or any human being, it will only 
be used for giving shocks. Joint forest management 

committees (JFMCs) and eco-development 

committees (EDCs) will create awareness among 

villagers about the need for erecting the fence. 

 
Besides, the Forest Department has decided to 

make arrangements for adequate food in the 

elephant habitats by planting trees in the core 

areas.If adequate food is arranged for the jumbos, 
they will not stray away. These measures will 

reduce man-animal conflict considerably. The latest 

survey by the  Forest Department has revealed that 

the state has 58 elephants. The State Government 

has set up an elephant reserve at Gandhari in 

Gomati district for better conservation of the 
elephants, whose population is dwindling in the 

state. The reserve is spread over 123.8 sq km area. 

Just over 30 to 40 years ago, elephants had never 

been spotted in human inhabited areas in Agartala, 

a forest official said. The pachyderms started 
invading human habitations after rampant 

deforestation for construction of a hydel power 

project on the Gomati river. With the loss of their 

habitat, the elephants started migrating to 

Bangladesh where forests are abundant. One of the 

Forest Official said a large number of elephants had 

migrated to Chittagong hill tracts in Bangladesh 

from the Gomati wildlife sanctuary. 

BSF seizes six cobras in Tripura forest 
Personnel of the BSF found six venomous snakes of 

the cobra family in a cage from a forest bordering 
the Kulubari locality of Sepahijala district in 

Tripura. The reptiles were handed over to 

Sepahijala wildlife sanctuary. The BSF officials said 

the snakes were likely to have been kept for 

smuggling in the forest near border pillar no. 2082. 
Each of the snakes in the cage was between six and 

nine feet long. Two of the snakes were monocled 

cobras locally known as 'keute', two were 

spectacled cobras locally known as 'gokhera', and 

two were oriental rat snakes locally called 

'dharash'. It is suspected that snake-charmers 
caught the reptiles from the forest and hid them for 

smuggling. 

Tripura fast emerging as honey-producing 
state 
A honey processing centre, which has been set up 

by Tripura Khadi and Village Industries Board, is 

playing a vital role to tap the state's potential in 

making honey. Tripura is fast emerging as a honey 
producing destination.. The honey processing unit 

was established in 2015 by Khadi and Village 

Industries Board. The unit is now equipped with 

latest processing machineries to improve the 

quality of the product. 

 
Recently, Minister of State for Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSME) Giriraj Singh visited 

the honey processing unit and announced support 

to natural products. The government is laying 

stress on training more farmers to start bee-

keeping to increase the honey production. Around 
2,000 people have been trained for beekeeping in 

various villages. This year, the target is to train 
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another 700 farmers. High enthusiasm among 

trainees in various blocks and panchayats have 

been noticed because this can be a very good 
income source for either educated or any illiterate 

person and it does not need much extra effort. 

The in-charge of Honey Processing Centre told that 

they  mainly collect honey from the bee keepers and 

do processing. There are around 400 bee keepers. 
After processing the honey marketing for the 

product are being done. There is huge demand of 

honey but the number of bee keepers is less as 

compared to the demand. Therefore, Khadi Board is 

trying to increase the number of bee keepers by 

organizing various training programmes and 
gradually it is increasing.  

NE's 3rd gas-based power project starts 
operations 
Tripura's second biggest gas-based combined cycle 

clean energy project of 101 MW has started rolling. 

The foundation of the project was laid by former 

Union power minister Suresh Prabhu at Sonamura. 

This is the third biggest gas based-power project in 
the northeast being operated by NEEPCO. The gas 

turbine has produced 62 MW and the stem released 

from the turbine has able to convert it into power to 

the tune of 39 MW during trial run. 

 
Power generation in the project got delayed for more 

than eight years because of supply of gas by ONGC. 
In the last two years, there were several 

predicaments over the future of the project after 

commissioning of ONGC-funded 726MW gas-based 

combined cycle power project at Palatana, about 80 

km from Manarchak. The project, worth Rs 1,000 
crore, was targeted to start generation within 3 

years. Despite several attempts, it was not possible 

and the cost of the project by now increased at 

least six times. Soon after signing power supply 

agreement with NEEPCO, ONGC had initiated a 

similar type of project at Palatana in 2005. The first 
unit of the 363-MW Palatana project was 

commissioned by the President in June, 2013. 

The Manarchak project was halted initially for 

technical difficulties followed by non-fulfilment of 

gas supply commitment by ONGC. There was a long 
persuasion for the project and finally it came true. 

However,  after test run and completing necessary 

formalities, commercial production of power would 

start within a month. As per agreement, the entire 

101 MW would be given to Tripura State Electricity 
Corporation Limited (TSECL). After scheduled date 

of commissioning of the project in 2007, the 

ministry of power had abandoned it for a number of 

reasons.  

Eco-sensitive tag for biodiversity hotspots 
The Centre has proposed to declare two famous 

biodiversity spots in Meghalaya eco-sensitive zones. 

The Union ministry of environment, forests and 

climate change has issued two draft notifications, 

proposing to declare the areas around the Nokrek 
National Park in Garo hills and Narpuh wildlife 

sanctuary in the East Jaintia Hills eco-sensitive 

zones. These draft notifications have been 

published in the Gazette of India on November 17, 

and November 20, 2015. The November 17 
notification said the national park is located at the 

tri-junction of East Garo Hills, West Garo Hills and 

South Garo Hills districts. The area comprises hilly 

terrain, on the Tura range and its surrounding area 

is the principal watershed for the three districts. 

The park also forms an important catchment area 
of a major river system, that feeds low-lying areas 

of Garo hills. 

Major rivers originating from this area include the 

Simsang, Ganol, Dareng, Nitai, Bhugai and others. 

The area has loamy soil and a tropical climate 
characterised by high rainfall and humidity, 

moderate winter and mild summer seasons. "The 

special feature of the area is abundant natural 

occurrence of Citrus indicatanaka (wild orange) and 

it seems to be the most primitive and perhaps the 

progenitor of Citrus spp. and this is an endangered 
and endemic species to Nokrek biosphere reserve," 

the notification said. The area is a haven of rare, 

endangered and endemic species like hoolock 

gibbons and is part of one of the "global hotspots of 

biodiversity". 
In the notification, the Centre proposed to notify an 

area between 2 km and 8km from the boundary of 

the Nokrek National Park as the Nokrek National 

Park Eco-sensitive Zone. The total area of the 

proposed zone is around 27,148 hectares. There 

are nearly 49 villages falling within the proposed 
zone, including Rongkugre, Dura Asim and Awegre. 

For the Narpuh wildlife sanctuary in East Jaintia 

Hills, the notification of November 20 said, "The 

sanctuary is bound by reserve forests around it, 

except a part of southwest and eastern areas which 
are bound by villages and Assam. The northern 

part is bound by the Lukhariver forming a physical 

barrier. The entire area is very rich in plant and 

animal species, which are of ecological and 

medicinal significance." 

It said the sanctuary is one of the few remaining 
wildlife habitats and is home to species like hoolock 

gibbon, serow, slow loris, sloth bear, large Indian 

civet, leopard cat, clouded leopard, barking deer 

and varieties of squirrels and fruit bats. The 
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Narpuh Reserved Block II, the notification said, is 

also the habitat of varieties of birds, Indian horn 

bulls, butterflies and fish of different varieties, 
some of which are endangered. The area of the 

proposed eco-sensitive zone is around 142.60 

square km. There are 11 villages falling within the 

zone including Kuliang, Malidor, Umkiang and 

Sonapyrdi.  

 
The Meghalaya government will have to prepare 

zonal masterplans within two years from the date of 

publication of final notification in the official 
gazette, in consultation with local residents and 

adhering to stipulations given in the notifications. 

The two notifications, while laying down the list of 

activities prohibited or to be regulated within the 

eco-sensitive zones, said all activities in the zones 

would be governed by the provisions of the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

Prohibited activities include commercial mining, 

stone quarrying and crushing units, setting up of 

sawmills and industries causing water, soil, air or 

noise pollution, commercial use of firewood, use of 
plastic bags and others. Regulated activities include 

construction of hotels and resorts, felling of trees 

and extraction of groundwater. The notifications 

have also proposed setting up of an eco-sensitive 

monitoring committee for the two zones. The draft 

notifications would be taken into consideration on 
or after the expiry of a period of 60 days from the 

date on which copies of the gazette, containing the 

notifications, are made available to public. 

Reduce, reuse paper: Graduates' green 
mantra 
Months before Karnataka banned plastic, five 

enterprising youngsters decided to do their bit for 

the Environment. From finding a replacement to 
pamphlets to developing reusable notebooks, they 

are changing the way we use paper. Around seven 

months ago, the graduates, all in their 20s, decided 

to do away with pamphlets, a cruel waste of paper. 

They hit upon a green idea - replacing them with 

paper bags. Instead of printing advertisements on 
thin sheets of paper which are mindlessly strewn 

around, they ask companies to print them on paper 

bags developed by them. The bags are then given 

free of cost to supermarket chains and provision 

stores. Their second innovation was born in 
February this year - a reusable notebook called 

Inkinite, the environment.  

The notebook with erasable sheets works like a 

portable whiteboard. It includes blank and lined 

papers, a page in which you can make a list of 
things to do and a transparent sheet which can be 

used to trace images or explain anything. 

The notebooks are a huge success - they sold like 

hotcakes at the recent Open Street event on MG 

Road and the Karnataka Habba at Chitrakala 

Parishath. The youngsters will also distribute them 
to government schools around Malleswaram. The 

notebook seemed like a win-win idea. There is a 

huge opportunity for such products and whatever 

doubts we had about them not having a market 

have been dispelled, thanks to the overwhelming 
response we received at the two platforms . 

For every 100 notebooks they sell, the graduates 

have pledged to donate 10 to government schools. 

Those interested can also place orders for the 

books, which will be delivered to the destination. To 

begin with, about 200 notebooks will be donated 
later this month. Over the past six months, Adept 

Adlabs has printed three editions of paper bags and 

distributed them in Malleswaram, Vijayangar, 

Kammanahalli and Nagarbhavi. Although banning 

plastic was in the pipeline for too long, the real 
problem is implementing the ban. Printing ads on a 

paper bag costs about Rs 10 but with three 

advertisers sharing the cost (three faces of the bag 

have an ad each), it is feasible. Paper bags are not 

only eco-friendly but more durable than a 

pamphlet. 

 
Pamphlets have a limited reach but not everyone 

can afford to advertise in newspapers. This is where 

got the idea of a paper bag. But getting the bags 
into the market is not a cakewalk. When we pitch 

the idea, everyone nods in agreement but many are 

hesitant to give up their traditional ways and make 

a transition Nitin J, one of the founders of Adept 

Adlab Parents' backing boosted confidence While 
Nitin, Manjunath and Sandeep are childhood 
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buddies, Chandan joined the gang during 

engineering. Sandeep's brother Vinod, a BCom 

graduate, is also part of the team. While Vinod is 
aged about 27, the others are all 24. "We were a 

little apprehensive in the beginning. So were our 

parents. But they stood by us and I think that is 

what got us this far," said Manjunath. 

Loktaklake in Manipur to have India’s 
largest floating solar plant 
Loktaklake is the largest freshwater lake in India. 

The floating solar panel project will be implemented 

under the programme for off-grid and decentralised 

solar applications of the Ministry of New and 

Renewable energy. It will be the country’s largest 
floating solar panel installation with 100 KWP 

capacity.  This is a giant leap towards developing 

more and more floating solar panel installations in 

the country.  

 
ArkaIgnou renewable energy college will be working 

in fixing the detail design parameters, drawings, 
specifications and will also assist MANIREDA in 

finalization of tender and issue of work order. 

Buddha’s teachings can resolve global 
environmental issues 
Dr Barbara Maas, a renowned wildlife biologist and 

conservationist trained in Cambridge, and her team 
are busy making a video to be distributed across 

Buddhist monasteries of Vietnam. Its message is 

direct: rhinos are being poached in India and 

Vietnam is the hub of the illegal trade in rhino 

horn. The connection the video seeks to establish is 

shared faith and Sangha edicts pertaining to 
protection of nature. With several conservation 

efforts failing in the past, this is an innovative 

attempt led by Maas, a German Buddhist who has 

worked at the Serengeti national park in Tanzania 

and with the New Zealand Government. 
Maas is one of the many strands at the 

International Buddhist Confederation (IBC), a 

nascent body of 320 monastic and lay Buddhist 

organizations across 39 countries that met in 

Ayyuthaya, Thailand, this month. This rare 
platform, headquartered in Delhi, is built on the 

belief that faith should have a voice in global 

concerns. The body is of the opinion that Buddha's 

teachings could resolve issues ranging from climate 

change and nuclear proliferation to poverty and 

war. 

 
When Buddhist leaders met at the ancient ruins of 

WatMaha That, one of the oldest temples in 

Thailand, they renewed a pledge to continue their 
mission with vigour. The gathering is eclectic — 

Bhutanese princess AshiKesang Wangmo 

Wangchuk, Ladakh monk and IBC head Lama 

Lobzang, Ugandan monk BhanteBuddharakkhita, 

American Jonathan Raichart who runs academic 
courses on Buddhism in Sao Paolo and, of course, 

Maas. Then there are abbots from Mongolia, 

Vietnam, Thailand, Cambodia and other nations. 

Buddhism is integral to India's soft power push 

given its unique position — it can bond with the 

nations in the vast swathe across East and South-
East Asia where it is the prominent faith. IBC's 

"samvad" conference held in New Delhi last year 

saw PM Modi visit Bodh Gaya. IBC's big victory was 

its presence at the Paris climate convention last 

year.

 


