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ABSTRACT 

 

The partition of the Indian subcontinent was a defining moment in the history of the region. It 

almost shattered the geo-political environment of the area and surprisingly Tripura, the small 

hilly princely state of North-East India was badly affected by it. Partition of India disturbed the 

age-old socio-economic relationship of Tripura with the British Bengal and the very foundation 

of her socio-economic framework. Tripura was the worst effected states of northeast India whose 

occupational distribution, rural-urban distribution and its resource use pattern was drastically 

changed due to the large scale of refugee influx. Tripura‟s economy was based on agriculture and 

primarily on Jhum cultivation. The rise of population put pressure on the land for Jhum 

cultivation and demolished the longstanding economic foundation of Tripura. Hence, the real 

objective of this study is to find out how immediately after the partition of India the longstanding 

cultivation method i.e. the Jhum cultivation was effected in the princely state like Tripura.     
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

INTRODUCTION 

One of the surgical political maneuvers conducted on India in 1940s‟ was the partition of the 

country. It had not only changed the geographical landscape but also the political landscape, 

which had in essence substantial amount of historical implications and consequences. In the 

wake of partition, India attained independence on 15
th

 August in 1947. Partition had produced 

two contrasting sentiments; joy and excruciation to the nationalists. The pain and sadness of 

partition in the shape of its various consequences diluted the pleasure and happiness of the 

attainment of freedom.   

If we scrutinize the political history of Independent India and Princely State of Tripura, 

we would find that the year 1947 has historical significance due to the occurrence of two events; 

(i) India attained independence in 1947; (ii) Demise of Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya 

Bahadur of Tripura. These events marked with the beginning of radical changes in the polity and 

society of Tripura.  

India attained independence at the cost of partition; however, the partition produced the 

political problem of migration not only in India but also in the Princely State of Tripura. It was 

one of the unwilling consequences of partition that made the episode much more shocking and 
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dreadful. The volume of migrants produced by the partition has been so numerically large that it 

would surpass the total population size of many contemporary European countries.  

Many millions of Hindus crossed India‟s eastern borders with Pakistan into the new state 

of West Bengal and into Assam and Tripura (Chatterji 2007). Partition of India almost shattered 

the geo-political environment of the area and surprisingly Tripura, the small hilly state of North-

East India was badly affected by it. Tripura was a princely state and joined the Indian Union on 

15
th

 Oct. 1949. Though Tripura joined the Indian Union after the Partition of India, still she had 

to face the adverse effect of partition in the form of refugee influx that changed the demographic 

pattern of the state. 

In the first four decades of the 20
th

 century, the rulers of Tripura though encouraged and 

invited the immigrants to come into Tripura, but it was the way through which, the rulers tried to 

modernize their administrative and economic structure of the state. However, Tripura began to 

feel the atrocious impact of communal tension and political turmoil in British India culminating 

in the partition of India from a much earlier date. Even after partition, due to unpleasant relations 

between India and Pakistan, forced millions of East Bengal (East Bengal was officially known as 

East Pakistan after 1955) people to left their place of origin and took shelter in Tripura. The 

movements of the migrants in the form of displaced persons and refugees, which were started 

due to the communal tensions, and partition of India continued until Bangladesh attained her 

independence.   

The following table indicates the year wise number of displaced persons migrated into 

the state.  

TABLE: YEAR WISE INFLUX OF DISPLACED PERSONS INTO TRIPURA 

Year Number of displayed persons 

1947 8,124 

1948 9,554 

1949 10,575 

1950 (Feb.) 67,151 

1950-51 1,84,000 

1951-52 23,300 

1952-53 80,000 

1953-54 3,200 
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1954-55 4,700 

1955-56 17,500 

1956-57 57,700 

1957-58 3,600 

1958 – 1963 Registration of refugees was discontinued 

Total 4,69,404 

Source: 1. R. B. Vaghaiwalla, Census of India, 1951, Vol. XII, Assam, Manipur     and Tripura, 

Part I-A, Report, Shillong, 1954, p. 359. 

              2. A.K. Bhattacharyya, Tripura a portrait of population, Census of India 1971, Published 

by Controller of Publications, Civil lines, Delhi, 1975, p. 54. 

The displayed persons those who entered into Tripura were chiefly from the neighbouring 

districts of East Pakistan and Sylhet. The percentages of persons coming from other places are 

negligible. The Census Report of India, 1951, reveals the place of origin of the displaced 

persons. 

TABLE: DISPLACED PERSONS IN TRIPURA BY PLACE OF ORIGIN (1951) 

Place of origin No. of Displaced Person Percentage to total 

East Bengal 75,561 74.67% 

Sylhet 25,256 25.05% 

Origin unspecified 382 0.38% 

West Pakistan 1 0.00% 

 Source: Gayatri Bhattacharyya, Refugee Rehabilitation and Its Impact on Tripura‟s Economy, 

Omson‟s Publications,   New Delhi, 1988, p.15. 

   Consequently, the huge flow of displaced persons from the erstwhile East Bengal into 

Tripura altered the demographic pattern of the state and substantially the ethnic composition of 

Tripura‟s population, which resulted in drastic changes in occupational distribution and rural-

urban distribution of population, and the resource-use pattern (Bhattacharjee 1993). The huge 

influx of refugees not only drains money from the treasury but also put pressure on land. There 

was a serious development affecting the interest of the tribes in land.   
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    The people of Tripura were mainly dependent on agriculture for their livelihood and the 

aborigines of the princely state were primarily depended on the shifting cultivation, commonly 

known as „Jhum cultivation‟. It is a very primitive, uneconomic and exhaustive form of 

cultivation. Plough cultivation was unknown to the tribals living in the interior of the state. Only 

the Bengali and Manipuri cultivators along with some tribal communities living in the plain 

lands and in the border land of Hill Tipperah were acquainted with the plough cultivations before 

partition. As J B Ganguly had mentioned that, in the year 1955, there are 25,000 Jhumia families 

in Tripura and the total area of land under shifting cultivation was  16,00,000 acres, i.e. about 

60% of the total area of the territory (Ganguly 1968).  On the basis of the report of Census of 

India 1961, S B K Dev Varman opined that, while the total number of tribal population in 

Tripura in the year 1961 was 3, 60,070, the number of tribal people depending on Jhum 

cultivation were 1, 75,000, (Dev Varman 1999) i.e. half of the tribal population were engaged in 

Jhum cultivation.    

Following the partition of India large number of Bengali displaced persons immigrated 

into Tripura for settlement. Most of the immigrants were rehabilitated in rural areas where tribals 

practicing shifting cultivation were also being settled in permanent colonies. This created its own 

problems of adjustment, as there was pressure on land. The below table depicts the clear picture 

of the above statement. 

TABLE: RURAL URBAN COMPOSITION OF DISPLACED PERSONS IN TRIPURA 

1951 

Total Displaced 

persons 

% of rural/urban to 

total displaced 

persons 

Total general 

population 

Percentage of 

rural/urban 

Total- 1,01,200 - 6,39,029 - 

Rural- 81,914 80.94 5,96,434 93.35% 

Urban- 19,286 19.06 42,595 6.67% 

 Source: Gayatri Bhattacharyya, Refugee Rehabilitation and Its Impact on Tripura‟s Economy, 

Omson‟s Publications,   New Delhi, 1988, p.23. 

Among the displaced persons those who settled themselves in the rural areas, according 

to 1951 census it was about 38 percent whereas in 1961 about 55 percent of them settled in 

agricultural sectors (Bhattacharyya 1988). According to an Administrative Report, until the end 

of 1957, 53,318 refugee families settled in Tripura and among them 30,429 families were 

agricultural families and 43,322 families settled themselves in the rural areas (Report of the 

Administration of the Union Territory of Tripura for the year 1957-58 n.d.).  According to the 

Census Report, 1951(Census of India, 1951, Tripura State Census Handbook compiled from pp. 

262-267), 62.98 % of the displaced persons came to Tripura mainly from non-agricultural classes 

(Vaghaiwalla (ed.) 1953). However, since the scope for employment in non-agricultural 

occupations was limited in Tripura, while on the other hand large tracts of land were available 



IRJC 

International Journal of Social Science & Interdisciplinary Research 

Vol.1 Issue 8, August 2012, ISSN 2277 3630 

 

 

w
w

w
.in

d
ia

n
re

se
ar

ch
jo

u
rn

al
s.

co
m

 
1

8
9

 

 

for immediate agricultural use, a large number of refugee families were settled in agriculture 

(Bhattacharyya 1988).   Accordingly, as the displaced persons put pressure on agricultural land, 

it eventually put pressure on the tribal reserve areas, which were used by them for Jhum 

cultivation.  

Once again, the Jhum cultivation was exaggerated by the refugee rehabilitation policy 

adopted by the Royal administration and later on by the State and Central Government of India. 

“By an order of the Regent dated 14.8.1948 A.D. 300 sq. miles out of 1950 sq. miles previously 

allotted by the orders of Late Maharaja B.B Manikya Bahadur Memo. No. 325, dated 7
th

 Aswin, 

1353 T.E. as tribal reserve area were released for increasing land revenue, economic growth and 

particularly for refugee rehabilitation. . . .” (Bhattacharyya 1988). Accordingly 300 sq. miles of 

areas which were declared as Khas land by the Government but previously utilized by the 

aborigines as Jhum cultivation land, went from their hands. After the merger agreement on 15
th

 

Oct. 1949, as the Bengali immigrants were making inroads into the interior of the state, total area 

available for Jhuming was also declining.   

Also due to the paucity of the arable lands and the difficulties of rehabilitating the 

refugees, the Government of the Union territory of Tripura in the year 1957-58 brought 1000 

acres of hilly lands under terrace cultivation. (Report of the Administration of the Union 

Territory of Tripura for the year 1958-59 n.d.) Also because of the great importance of the 

forests and conservation of soil, the Government of Tripura, as well as the Central Government 

took necessary steps to restrict Jhum cultivation and motivate the Jhumias towards settled 

cultivation. S.N. Guha Thakurta thus opined that, “due to the reservation of forest resources and 

appropriation of tribal lands by the Central as well as the State Governments for building up of 

so called social wealth viz. hydel projects, roads etc. have considerably narrowed down the cycle 

of Jhuming” (Guha Thakurta 1986). However, it was also true that both the Central and the State 

Government took necessary steps to rehabilitate the hill people practicing shifting cultivation 

right from the beginning.   

Hence, immediately after partition, development of settled agriculture was achieved in 

Tripura mainly through extensive cultivation accompanied with immigration. As settled 

economy grew larger and larger, the tribal economy based on Jhum cultivation was broken. 
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