
Celebration of Van Mahotsav
Tripura ENVIS Hub in collaboration with 
Tripura State Pollution Control Board 
celebrated Van-Mahotsava by organizing a 
plantation drive in Jirania Brick Cluster 
uner West Tripura District on July 07, 
2021. The program was attended by the 
Member Secretary, Tripura State Pollution 
ControlControl Board, Coordinator of Tripura 
ENVIS Hub, Jnr. Scientist, Tripura State 
Pollution Control Board, Secretary of 
Tripura Brick Kiln Association and other 
officials and brick kiln owners.

saplings to Brick Kiln Association. 
Accordingly, the Tripura ENVIS Hub is 
planning for organizing a program of 
massive sapling distribution in the coming 
month.

Initiative under the “Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat” 
Programme
  To commemorate the birth anniversary of 
Sardar Vallabbhai Patel during Rashtriya 
Ekta Divas held on 15.10.2015, the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
propounded that cultural diversity is a joy 
that ought to be celebrated through mutual 
interaction and reciprocity between people 
ofof different states and UTs so that a 
common spirit of understanding resonates 
throughout the country. Hence, the 
Programme “Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat” 
was launched.

  During the program, the Member Secretary 
of TSPCB emphasized the importance of trees 
in our environment and how it plays an 
important role in keeping the balance of 
nature. He further said that only 
plantation of trees is not enough and it 
should be kept in mind that we have the 
responsibilityresponsibility to keep them alive and help 
them grow to get the optimum benefit from 
them.
 The plantation drive was done in the 
brick kiln cluster to generate awareness 
for development of green belt around the 
brick kilns so that it will act as barrier 
against the dusts that are generated 
during the operation of brick kilns.
TheThe Secretary of Brick Kiln Association of 
Tripura appreciated the efforts of Tripura 
ENVIS Hub and said that such programs not 
only appraises them of the new 
methodologies to combat pollution but also 
helps them to get moral boost to do for the 
society and nature as a whole. During his 
speech,speech, the Secretary also requested that 
a sapling distribution program may be 
organized so that the brick kiln cluster 
may get green belts all the brick kilns.
The program ended with a vote of thanks 
from the Coordinator, Tripura ENVIS Hub 
and promised to arrange supply of plant
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Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate 
Change, Government of India grouped 
Tripura with Bihar and Mizoram States. A 
webinar was organized on 26.07.2021 from 
11.00 am onwards by Tripura State 
Pollution Control Board (TSPCB) and 
Tripura ENVIS Hub in collaboration with 
MizoramMizoram Pollution Control Board (MPCB), 
Mizoram ENVIS Hub and Bihar State 
Pollution Control Board (BSPCB) on the 
topic “Floral & Faunal Diversity of the 
State”.
  The Webinar witnessed the presence of 
more than 90 participants  comprising of 
students and teachers from the 3(three) 
states along with Senior officials of 
BSPCB, MPCB, Mizoram ENVIS Hub and TSPCB 
and Tripura ENVIS Hub.  

  To reduce the Single Use Plastic menace 
from our environment and to generate 
awarness among the single use plastic 
recyclers, a Single Use Plastic (SUP) 
Recyclers Meet was organized by the 
Tripura ENVIS Hub under the aegis of 
Tripura State Pollution Control Board 
(TSPCB)(TSPCB) in the Board Meeting Room of 
Tripura State Pollution Control Board on 
31st August, 2021 to generate awareness 
and apprise the participants about the 
phasing out of Single Use Plastics from the 
State of Tripura & the roles they have to 
play in the  implementation of the same. 

In 2018, ‘single use’ was voted the word 
of the year by Collins Dictionary, which 
describes it as ‘made to be used only 
once’.  The word found its way into the 
record books mainly because of its 
association with plastic, underlining the 
grip single-use plastics have gained over 
humanhuman life. Simply put, plastics produced 
and designed to be thrown away after 
being used only once is termed single-use 
plastic (SUP). By that definition, a large 
number of products fall in the category of 
single-use plastic. These include 
everything from a disposable straw to a 
vinylvinyl flex. As per the European Union 
definition, a single-use plastic product 
is a product that is made wholly or partly 
from plastic and that is not conceived, 
designed or placed on the market to 
accomplish, within its life span, multiple 
trips or rotations by being returned to 
thethe producer for refill or reused for the 
same purpose for which it was conceived. 
As per the United Nation’s (UN) 
definition, any plastic that is made from 
polymers of high-density polyethylene 
(HDPE), low-density polyethylene (LDPE), 
polyethylene terephthalate  (PET),  
polystyrenepolystyrene  (PS),  polypropylene (PP)  or  
expanded  polystyrene  (EPS)  is  
single-use plastic. The problem with this 
definition is that it does not reflect the 
ground that prevails in the developing 
world. Single-use plastic demands 
country-specific definitions.

  The programme consisted of 2(two) 
sessions;  the Inaugural and Technical 
Sessions followed by Interactive Session 
and Vote of Thanks. The programme was 
inaugurated by the Chairman, Tripura State 
Pollution Control Board and Chairman, 
Bihar State Pollution Control Board along 
withwith Member Secretary, Bihar State 
Pollution Control Board  and Mizoram 
Pollution Control Board. The State Nodal 
Officer of Bihar State Pollution Control 
Board and Mizoram Pollution Control Board 
also graced the occasion. Scientist “B”, 
Mizoram Pollution Control Board & Mizoram 
ENVISENVIS Hub Coordinator was also present. 
The Member Secretary, TSPCB gave a warm 
Welcome Address. The Technical Session 
consisted of power-point presentation by 
the students of the 3(three) States 
highlighting the rich floral and faunal 
diversity of their respective States. Time 
duration of total 30 minutes was given to duration of total 30 minutes was given to 
every participating State.

  Students of Bihar highlighted the rich 
floral and faunal culture of their State 
through Videography.   Also, the beauty of 
union of Bihar, Mizoram and Tripura during 
this Webinar was depicted beautifully 
through a cultural programme of few 
minutes by the students of Bihar. The 
TechnicalTechnical Session was followed by the 
Interactive Session among the students of 
the partnering States.

Single Use Plastic Recyclers Meet 



The meeting was chaired by the Hon’ble 
Chairman, Tripura State Pollution Control 
Board, Prof. B. K. Agarwala. Member 
Secretary, Tripura State Pollution Control 
Board, Sri Bishu Karmakar and Asstt. 
Environmental Engineer of TSPCB & Tripura 
ENVIS Hub Coordinator, Smt. Aparajita Das 
werewere also present. During the meeting 
representatives of plastic recycle units of 
Tripura were invited.
  In his speech, Sri Karmakar informed all 
the participants that as per the 
Notification of the Ministry of 
Environment, Forests & Climate Change, 
Government of India from July 01, 2022 
almost all the single use plastic items 
will be banned throughout India. Taking 
thatthat into consideration, the recylers were 
requested to chalk out a plan to increase 
the recyling capacity and for extra effort 
for increase in the collection and 
segregation of single use plastics in the 
State.

  Prof. B. K. Agarwala, Hon’ble Chairman 
started his speech by giving an 
introduction and types of single use 
plastics that are commonly seen and used 
during our daily life. He told that these 
single use plastics are a menace for the 
environment. It has become a challenge to 
combatcombat against single use plastics not only 
within our country but also around the 
globe. So the recylers should come forward 
to setup facilities for the production of 
multi-use plastics which are not single use 
items during their recycling process.

  During the meeting it was decided that 
a five day program will be organised 
before the upcoming Durga Puja (beginning 
October 12, 2021) as a Special Cleanliness 
Drive in collaboration with all the 
recylers where around 50 Nos. of rag 
pickers will be engaged each day to collect 
SingleSingle Use Plastic from various hotspots at 
Agartala. This will be helpful to clean the 
Agartala City to some extent before the 
Durga Puja. Secondly, it was decided that 
Urban Development Department will be 
requested to setup district wise Recovery 
Centres and hand over the Centers to the    

authorised and experienced recylers to 
operate. Thirdly, Tripura Industrial 
Development Corporation Limited (TIDC) 
will be requested to extend their help in 
the installation of electric transformer to 
run their single use plastic recycling 
equipments smoothly and ensure the supply 
of iron free water supply.of iron free water supply.

  The meeting ended with  a Vote of Thanks 
from the Member Secretary and the 
Recyclers confirmed their full support in 
making the Special Cleanliness Drive 
Program a success.

The ozone layer, a fragile shield of gas, 
protects the Earth from the harmful rays 
of the sun. Thus the ozone layer help in 
preserving life on the planet. In 1994, 
the United Nations General Assembly 
proclaimed 16 September the International 
Day for the Preservation of the Ozone 
Layer,Layer, commemorating the date of the 
signing, in 1987, of the Montreal Protocol 
on Substances that deplete the Ozone 
Layer. The principal aim of the Montreal 
Protocol is to protect the ozone layer by 
taking measures to stop the production and 
consumption of substances that deplete it, 
withwith the ultimate objective of their 
elimination by use of alternative harmless 
substances.

  To generate awareness among the people 
of the State of Tripura about the 
importance of Ozone Layer for our 
environment, the Tripura State Pollution 
Control Board and the Tripura ENVIS Hub 
celebrated the World Ozone Day-2021 on 
16th September, 2021 by conducting 
Webinar and Quiz Competition.Webinar and Quiz Competition.
  The webinar was graced by  Sri Tarun 
Malik, Executive Director & Asset Manager, 
ONGC, Tripura Asset as the Chief Guest, 
Prof. Ranendu Kumar Nath, Dean, Faculty of 
Science, Tripura University as Guest of 
Honour and Prof. B. K. Agarwala, 
Chairman, Tripura State Pollution Control 
BoardBoard presided over the Webinar.  The 
webinar was attended by various industrial 
personnel along with school students from 
around the State.  The invited delegates 
along with Sri Bishu Karmakar, Member 
Secretary, TSPCB presented their speech to 
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