
 



 



 

 

The Kumaritilla Lake is located in the Sadar Sub-Division of West Tripura District. It has an 

water surface area of about 5 acres. Geographically, the lake is situated in south-eastern part of the 

city centre, Agartala and has a geo-coordinate of 23°51’18.38” N latitude and 91°17’ 27.69” E 

longitude. Hydro-morphologically, it is a natural sedimentation reservoir with a surrounding made of 

soft sedimentary formation. Lake receives an average annual rainfall of about 2000 mm mostly 

during the months of May-October. The soil in lake area is silty clay loam to clay loam. Lake has a 

depth which varies from 0.5 m in the periphery to 2 m in the centre.  

 

Fluctuation in Seal water level varies from EL 1m to 3 m. Water quality of the lake suffered 

heavily due to deposition of solid wastes over a period of time. At one point, the lake water became 

un-usable and there was very little re-charging by natural process.  

 

Looking at the serious degradation of the Kumaritilla Lake, the Hon’ble High Court of 

Tripura directed the local urban body to restore the lake and rejuvenate it by restoring its natural 

purification process. Accordingly, Agartala Municipal Corporation took steps to implement the 

direction of the Hon’ble High Court under strict monitoring of the Hon’ble High Court. The 

Kumaritilla Lake has since got its natural ecological balance. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Restoration Phase: 

 

Restoration of Kumaritilla Lake occurred in two phases. In the first phase, water plants viz. 

hyacinth/ duckweeds/ kachuripana/ jalkumbhi along with several grasses, bushes and trees were 

cleared using mechanical devices. De-silting of the lake was done using excavator, tipper, loader etc. 

Outlets were constructed for over flowing of water from the lake. Adequate numbers of bins are 

placed along walkways on all sides of the lake to encourage people to use these for disposing solid 

 
Kumaritilla as a degraded site with lots of bushes and 

weeds all over 

 
Decomposing water remaining in the middle of the lake 

surrounded with silts and hyacinths and other weeds 

 

Pre Restoration Status 

Rejuvenation of a dying water body in Agartala City 



wastes. The vicinity of the lake was also properly levelled by mechanical device. In the second 

phase, pedestal lights were installed for illumination of the walking track. Water fountain is also 

installed in the centre of the lake for aeration with a view to increase the dissolved oxygen (DO) 

level of the lake which is necessary to support aquatic life. A part of the lake is developed into 

children’s Park 

 

Due to the initiative of some of the local residents of the area and the intervention by the 

Hon’ble high court of Tripura, the lake was restored through sustained efforts made by the Agartala 

Municipal Corporation and the Tripura State Pollution Control Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maintenance and prospect of the Lake development 

(i) Lake can further gain its existing beauty and environmental value by plantation of tree 

saplings all around it to provide shade to the lake and shelter for birds and other animals. 

(ii) Earth-gradients of the nearby areas should be developed to allow free flow of rain water to 

the lake for round-the-year recharging of soil and maintaining a decent water level. 

 
Excavator in action for cleaning of solid wastes, weeds 

and trees 

 
Removal of solid waste, desilting water changing in the 

lake 

 

 
Final stage of restoration of the lake 

 

Restoration Phase 



(iii) Horticulture department can develop a belt of flowering plants of all seasons to give the lake 

a garden look. Flower plants will attract butterflies and other pollinating agents and these will add 

recreational and environmental values of the lake.  

(iv) Sewage, sullage and toxic wastes should not be allowed to flow into the lake or in nearby 

areas. Washing, boating etc. should not be allowed in the lake. Depth of the lake should be 

maintained by desilting it every few years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(v) Citizens of the Agartala city, kumaritilla and adjacent localities in particular, must come forward 

to protect the environment of the restored lake. Social responsibility towards the multiple benefits 

that a water body provides to the community in terms of different kinds of plants and animals 

including birds, which grow, developed and visit the lake for water. These plants and animals add 

beauty to the site and create ambience for recreation. 

 

 

Post Restoration Status 

 
Water fountain installed in the centre of the lake for 

aeration 

 
Pedestal lights installed for illumination of the walking 

track 

 
A children park is developed  

at a part of the lake 
 



 

 

Tripura ENVIS HUB celebrated International Clouded Leopard Day on 4
th
 August, 2020. It is a day 

of international awareness and an attempt to increase the profile of Clouded leopards, both in 

captivity and in the wild. The day is observed every year on 4
th
 August.  

 
 

 
 

Clouded Leopard 

 

 
 

Leopard 

Distribution and population  

Clouded Leopard (Neofelis nebulosa) is a vulnerable wild cat found in the foothills of Indian 

Himalayan of northeast India. The Indian clouded leopard is one of the five big cats found in India. 

Total population of Clouded Leopards are estimated to be fewer than 10,000 in the whole world and 

found mostly in the national parks and reserve forests of north east India. 

Indian Leopard (Panthera pardus fusca), is found in all forest types, from tropical rainforests 

to temperate deciduous and alpine coniferous forests. It is also found in dry scrubs and grasslands, 

the only exception being desert and the mangroves of Sundarbans. It shares its territory with tigers in 

17 states. Leopard count in 2014 was estimated to be 12,000-14,000, with about 8,000 of its 

population found in the vicinity of tiger habitat. A small population is found in Sipahijola National 

Park in Tripura.  

Clouded leopard count is estimated to be less than 10000 in its entire distribution range. 

Celebration of International Clouded Leopard Day 



Prof. Basant Kumar Agarwala, Chairman, Tripura State Pollution Control Board, Shri Amit 

Shukla, Chief Conservator of Forest, Forest Department and Shri Bishu Karmakar, Member 

Secretary were the expert speakers on this occasion. Students from various schools, colleges, NGOs 

attended the programme. E-certificates were distributed to all the participants. 

IUCN Status of Clouded Leopard: Vulnerable 

 

 

 

Tripura ENVIS HUB organised a training programme on Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB) Guidelines in handling, treatment and disposal of biomedical waste generated during 

treatment/diagnosis/quarantine of COVID-19 patients, and in use of COVID-19 BMW app 

developed by the Central Pollution Control Board. Doctors, nurses and health care workers attended 

the training programme for effective implementation of guidelines in the Tripura State. The Member 

Secretary, Tripura State Pollution Control Board inaugurated the webinar session and discussed 

about the importance of implementation of the guidelines in the Tripura State. He appreciated all 

doctors, nurses, health care workers for their dedication and contribution in the prevailing COVID-

19 pandemic situation. Officers of Waste Management Division presented in details about the 

guidelines, role of health care workers, role of Urban Local Bodies and role of common people in 

handling and treatment of biomedical waste generated during treatment and diagnosis of COVID-19 

patients in the health care units. 

  

 

 

Tripura ENVIS Hub in collaboration with Tripura State Pollution Control Board celebrated 

World Ozone Day. A webinar was held on Google meet platform. School students, college students, 

teachers and professors participated in this webinar and shared their thoughts on the depletion of 

Ozone layer, and also discussed how to preserve the ozone layer. Hon’ble Chairman, Tripura State 

Pollution Control Board inaugurated the webinar session through his valuable thoughts and 

uggestion on the protection of the ozone layer. Prof. Umesh Mishra, Department of Civil 

Engineering, NIT, Agartala and Prof. Mahesh Kumar Singh, Department of Chemistry, Tripura 

A Training Programme on COVID-19 Bio Medical Waste Management 

Guidelines and COVID-19 BMW APP 

Celebration of World Ozone Day  



University were the key speakers in the webinar. Hon’ble expert speakers deliberated their thoughts 

and discussed in detail about the Ozone layer, its importance, preventive measures, and future 

prospect. In the end, the Member Secretary, Tripura State Pollution Control Board briefly discussed 

on Ozone day and offered vote of thanks to all the participants and delegates who were present in the 

webinar. 

Beside organising of webinar session, Tripura ENVIS HUB had also organised online quiz 

competition among school level and college level students from all over India. Students from 

different states had come forward and participated in the online quiz competition. Certificate of 

participation was distributed to all the students and certificate of appreciation was also provided to 

the first, second and third winners of the quiz competition. 

 
 

 

 
 

The habitat of any given species is considered its preferred area or territory. Many processes 

associated with human habitation of an area cause loss of this area and decrease the carrying capacity 

of the land for that species. In many cases these changes in land use cause a patchy break-up of the 

wild landscape. Agricultural land frequently displays this type of extremely fragmented. Farms 

sprawl across the landscape with patches of uncleared woodland or forest dotted in-between 

occasional paddocks. 

Stone Age people and hunter-gatherers relied on wildlife, both plants and animals, for their 

food. In fact, some species may have been hunted to extinction by early human hunters. Today, 

hunting, fishing, and gathering wildlife is still a significant food source in some parts of the world. In 

other areas, hunting and non-commercial fishing are mainly seen as a sport or recreation. Meat 

sourced from wildlife that is not traditionally regarded as game is known as bush meat. The 

increasing demand for wildlife as a source of traditional food in East Asia is decimating populations 

of sharks, primates, pangolins and other animals, which, may people believe, have aphrodisiac 

properties.  

The rising levels of man-animal conflicts in various locations of Tripura are due to close 

proximity between humans and wild animals. This is the result human injuries and fatalities 

including the damage of biodiversity. The data indicates rising levels of man-wild animal conflicts in 

Tripura. Leopards, different species of monkeys, elephants and Asiatic black bears are facing several 

Wild animals in human locality: Tripura 



forms of conflict. Human population growth and expansion, habitat degradation and fragmentation, 

land use transformation and increase in density of livestock grazing in protected areas are considered 

as major causes of man-animal conflicts. Several studies reveal that people living in close vicinity of 

forests and protected areas are often prone to attacks by wild carnivores like black bear and 

elephants. Some reports of man – animal conflicts or wild animals venturing in the human locality 

published in local newspapers in the last six months are presented here.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 The tiger is the biggest species of the cat family 
 

 The scientific name of the Tiger is Panthera tigris 
 

 Tigers can reach a length of up to 3.3 metres (11 feet) and weight as much as 300 kilograms 

(660 pounds). 
 

 

 Tigers are good swimmers and can swim up to 6 kilometres.   
 

 Tigers are easily recognized by their dark vertical strips and reddish/orange fur. 
 

 

 No two tigers have the same stripes. A group of tigers is known as an ‘ambush’ or ‘streak’. 

 

 There are five subspecies of tiger in the world. These subspecies are the Bengal tiger, South 

China tiger. Indonesia tiger, Sumatran tiger and Siberian tiger. 
 

 Tiger cubs are born blind and only open their eyes 1-2 weeks after birth. 
 

 
 A tiger’s life span, on average is between 20-26 years.  

 

 The Bengal tiger is the most common Tiger found in India.  

 

 

 Ozone is a pungent smelling blue gas. A molecule of ozone consists of three oxygen atoms. 

Ozone was discovered by Christian Friedrich Schönbein in 1840. He named it after the Greek 

word ‘ozein’ which means ‘to smell’. 

 

 Industrial uses of ozone include disinfection, and in sanitising of swimming pool water. 
 

 

 The ‘ozone layer’ is 12-20 miles above the Earth’s surface and contains most of the earth’s 

ozone. Ozone absorbs most of the sun’s ultraviolet radiation, which protects us and many other 

life forms from its potentially damaging effects. 
 

 

 In the First World War, ozone was used to treat gangrene and trench foot, and to disinfect 

wounds. 

 

 The hole in the ozone layer was discovered above the Antarctic in 1985. It has improved 

following the ban on the use of Chloro-flouro carbon gases which is the main chemical 

responsible for depletion of the ozone layer.  
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